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THE FACTORS which detract from this trait and with@ one from it are three: The first is
worldly occupation and involvement, the secondgldar and levity, and the third, evil
companionship.

Torianos Day
The date of the 20of Adar is indicated in Megillat Taanit (“The Sdrof Fasts”) as a day

that a big Kiddush Hashem (sanctification of Hasketame) was performed. Torianos was
the Roman governor of Israel and caused the Jews traubles. One day, his daughter was
found dead in the city of Lod. He accused the Jefusilling her, so he made a decree to
destroy all the Jews of the city of Lod. Therefdmeo brothers, complete Tzadikkim, named
Lolianos and Papos, admitted that they killed A@rianos knew that they did not Kill her,

but only came to save their brethren. Even so,atktb accept their confession, so he could
not take out his anger on all the Jews. They (tkirothers) were killed in a very strange
and painful way. These two brothers-Lolianos angd8aare named Harugei Lod (martyrs of
Lod) in many places. The sages said about thenerélts no creature that can stand in their

section in Gan Eden”.

Halacha Corner—Laws of Purim
On Purim we have four main Mitzvot: a) Reading khegillah night and day. b) Eating
the Purim meal in the daytime. C) Mishloach Manatte person to his friend. D) Gifts
to the poor people.
In Shacharit of Purim, we read Parashat Amalek smydAl Hanissim in Amidah and
Birkat Hamazon.
The mitzvah of Matanot Laevyonim requires givingotwifts to two poor people,
preferably money, and food may also be given.
The Mitzvah of Seudat Purim is during the daytiras, it says, “Days of feast and
happiness”. It is a good custom to eat grains dinly rice dishes on the night of Purim,
as a remembrance to the grains that Daniel anfiliéigls used to eat in the house of the
king. Also Queen Esther used to do so in orderévgnt herself from eating forbidden
foods, as it says in Megillat Esther (2:9): “andtrensferred her and her maidens to the
best (quartersO in the harem.” Rabbi Yochanan #ags he fed her grains (Tractate
Megillah 13).
Someone who is harmed by wine or afraid that héntrigme to foolishness, etc. should
drink wine and fall asleep. Obviously, the one whtls asleep cannot differentiate
between “Cursed is Haman” and “blessed is Mordéchai in this way he fulfills the
Mitzvah of not knowing the difference between tive t
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THIS MONTH—From Rabbi David Moyal

Coming Events

Shabbat Shekalim - February 21

Rosh Chodesh Adar — Monday, February 26.

Shabbat Zachor - March 7 2009

Taanit (fast of) Esther — Monday, March 9th.
[IPurim— Monday night and Tuesday, March 1)

Shabbat Parah - March 14 7. Shabbat Hachodes March 21

From the Pearls of ChazaSimcha (Happiness)

*You should greet each person with happiness *pitagss of the heart is the wife
*Happiness of Yom Tov is a Mitzvah *)Every Mitzvdhat Israel accepts upon themselve
with happiness (i.e./Brit Milah), they continue do with Simcha *)Happiness dwells not|
from sadness, not from laziness, not from lightleeimeéss, and not from useless things, b
from Simcha of a Mitzvah *)Women are exempt fromtadot that depend on time except
Matzah on Pesach, Simcha on the holidays, and afisgnin the Temple once every seve

years on Sukkot (Hakhel) *)A man should make hisssand his house members happy, as
says, (Devarim 16:14) “And you shall rejoice onuydolidays.” A man should be happy
with what he deserves (wine), and women with wheat Rosef learned in Bavel-with colored
clothes, and in Israel with iron clothes. *) Rudd¢aKodesh (Holy Spirit) dwells only on a
happy heart *) which work is with happiness? Ské@ng). *) In a place of joy should be fear

meaning that the happiness should be mixed withdedashem.
Persons of the BibleKoresh

Koresh was the king of Persia for three yeaferesh dug in the Prat River and found there
680 copper vessels filled with good gold and presistones. Where did these treasures co

from? They came from Nevuchadnetzar, the king ofdBawho was stingy. When he wa:

dying, he made big boats from copper, filled thgmwith gold, diamonds, and pearls, and
hid them in the Prat River. When Koresh stood amadiera decree that the Beit HaMikdas
would be built, then Hahem revealed them to Hmresh commanded his people to build

©OQThis newsletter is dedicated with the best wishes for a happy Purim!! @O

he Beit HaMikdash and to return the holy garmemtd the holy vessels to thet€oresh
took the throne of Shlomo for himself and sat o\iexander the Great killeldoresh.

MussarMesilat Yesharim“The Path of the Just”\ RAMCHAL

The Trait of Watchfulness
THAT WHICH, in general, brings a person to Watchkas is Torah study. As R. Pinchas
stated in the beginning of the Baraitha, "Toramdsione to Watchfulness."

The trait to which this degree of attainment ledthe one which is termed "Fear of Sin”,
trait which constitutes one of the highest levelsachievement. Its intent is that a ma
constantly fears and worries lest he be harborittgea of sin which might keep him from the
perfection that he is duty bound to strive for. €emming this Sages of blessed memory sal
by way of analogy (Bava Bathra 75a), "This teacbesthat everyone is burned by hi

neighbor's canopy”.




